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Open Streets TO FACT
SHEET

A program that opens the 
streets to people and 
closes them to cars

A world-class program that 
connects our diverse 
neighbourhoods and 

people across the city

The city’s largest free 
recreation program, 
unlike any other in 
Toronto or Canada

People traffic replaces car traffic, and the streets become ‘paved parks’ where people of all ages, abilities, 
and social, economic, and ethnic background can come out, engage and improve their health. 

The Basics
WHAT IS OPEN STREETS TO?
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Let’s create a happier, healthier Toronto
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Want to learn more? Visit www.OpenStreetsTO.org, @OpenStreetsTO or email info@OpenStreetsTO.org

What Makes it Different from Other Festivals?
Open Streets TO is 
focused on promoting 
physical activity and 
exploring our city in fun 
and healthy ways.

2 3 4Activity Hubs are pro-
grammed along the 
route by members of 
the surrounding 
community.

There is no outside 
vending. Open Streets 
TO participants can make 
purchases at established 
businesses along the 
route.  

Open Streets TO will “soft 
close” streets. Participants 
will stop at major signalized 
intersections, allowing 
perpendicular traffic to 
cross normally. 

Dates: Location: Logo:
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Social Media Results

#OpenStreetsTO - 4th & 7th highest trending 
hashtag in Canada on program days

Targeted posts were shown to an 
average of 14,000+ Facebook accounts

Participants posted 600+ photos on 
Instagram

On both program dates: 

Earned Media Results

113
million

Open Streets TO was recorded in TV, 
print, radio, and online.

unique media stories recorded.

Tone of the stories registered at 94% 
“positive” or “balanced”.

media impressions generated.
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Program Statistics 

Ryerson’s research confirmed assertions made in advance of the Pilot Program, including that 
grassroots marketing would work; that the events would generate positive feelings about TO; and 
that people would stay for longer than a “cup of coffee”.

45%
of people agreed that they 

met people from other ethnic 
backgrounds or economic statuses 

at Open Streets TO.

63%
of people agreed that Open 

Streets TO is a free event that 
welcomes everyone.

98%
of participants reported that they 
would have been at home indoors 
(watching T.V., on the computer or 
reading) if they had not attended. 

45,000+ 118 minutes 80,000+

2014 OPEN STREETS TO PILOT PROGRAM

participants attended the 
program. 

average time spent at the 
program.

participants at NYC programs - 
growth goal for Open Streets TO.



It’s Good for Business
A comprehensive study conducted by the 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs found 
that businesses along the Open Streets route 
in Los Angeles experienced a:

• 10% bump in sales on the day of the event 
  simply by being open
 
• 57% sales increase by actively participating 
  in the event

It Brings Sectors Together

Public

Private
Civil

Sector

Parks & Rec
Health
Education
Environment
Urban Planning
Transportation
Tourism

Grassroots orgs.
Volunteers
NGOs

Local businesses
BIAs

Lower Healthcare Costs
For every $1 invested in:

Bogota’s Ciclovia

Medellin’s Ciclovia

San Francisco’s Summer Streets

$3 is healthcare savings 
Net savings: $13 million/year 

$2 in healthcare savings 
Net savings: $2 million/year 

$2.3 in healthcare savings 
Net savings: $4 million/year  
  

$ $ $
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Open Streets Solutions

Opening Minds to Better Solutions
Problems

Physical inactivity is associated with more 
than 5.3 million deaths per year and in-
creases the risk of type 2 diabetes, 
coronary disease, cancer, and 
cerebrovascular disease by 20-30%.

Open Streets participants...

• Are more likely to meet physical activity requirements than the      
ooverall population

• Are more likely to bike as a means of transportation

• Are less likely to be overweight or obese than the overall                  
   population

Decreased urban quality of life. On average Open Streets’ participants have higher health-related 
quality of life scores.

Lack of space for social interaction and 
recreation.  

Inequality and social exclusion.

Participants are of all ages, abilities, socioeconomic backgrounds,   
ethnicities, etc.

On average Open Streets’ participants score higher on social 
capital scales.

BENEFITS OF OPEN STREETS PROGRAMS

* The data on this page was adapted from the Pan American Health Organizations’ Open Streets Fact Sheet 2013.


