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Wednesday, June-25-14 

His Excellency 
Mr. Wael Ahmed Kamal Aboul-Magd 
Ambassador of Egypt to Canada 
454 Laurier Ave. E. 
Ottawa ON K1N 6R3 
 
Ambassador Aboul-Magd, 
 
On behalf of the Canadian Association of Journalists, I write to protest Monday’s court ruling in Cairo 
convicting Canadian-Egyptian journalist Mohamed Fahmy on terrorism-related charges. 
As a trained lawyer, you are personally familiar with both the Egyptian and Western systems of justice 
and you will understand why we say the allegations against Mohamed Fahmy and his colleagues from 
Al-Jazeera English in Cairo were ridiculous from the outset. We believe, as Fahmy has said all along, he 
was simply doing his job of informing the public about the news occurring in a turbulent time in Egypt’s 
political history. 
Monday’s sentence is further proof the current Egyptian regime is not interested in safeguarding the 
rights of its people, but rather, wants to clamp down on the circulation of independent news and ideas 
and current affairs reporting.  
While Canada’s foreign affairs department has been closely involved with the Fahmy family in Egypt 
where they have been attending the court hearings this year, the CAJ has today urged Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper to continue lobbying the Egyptian president and demand the ruling be set aside. 
From the time of Fahmy’s arrest in December 2013, the Canadian Association of Journalists has 
supported various public initiatives to urge the Egyptian government to free these journalists, led by our 
partners at the Canadian Journalists for Free Expression. 
We fear that Monday’s ruling will now make it even more dangerous for local and foreign journalists 
based in Egypt to do their jobs. 
Please communicate to your country our strong protest against the ruling that will send Fahmy and his 
colleagues to prison for seven years. Instead, we urge the court to review the conviction, quickly, and 
failing that, we urge the president to overturn the conviction or pardon Famhy as soon as possible. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 
 
Hugo Rodrigues 
CAJ president 
613-330-8396 cell 
hugo@caj.ca 
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