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Fact Sheet: Child Slavery and 
3D Jobs 
 

What is child slavery? 

It is about the exploitation of a child – the use of a child that benefits others. Exploitation that 

includes but isn’t limited to child labour, sexual exploitation and trafficking.   

What are 3D jobs? 

3D jobs – dirty, dangerous and degrading jobs - can be in any number of industries - from 

agricultural work to fishing, mining, domestic service, and manufacturing. 3D jobs are any job 

where are child is doing work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's 

education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social 

development. This type of work is a form of child slavery. 

What is trafficking? 

Child trafficking is a type of child slavery. It is putting or keeping a boy or girl in an exploitative 

situation that they can't get out of. They are not free and can be exploited for private profit over 

and over again. This crime violates the child’s fundamental rights. 

While some parents may allow their children to go with a trafficker, this person is usually known 

and trusted by the parents. It is very common for parents to be deceived by traffickers about that 

nature of the work and the place where their child is going.  

1. How is trafficking linked to children working in 3D jobs? 

Trafficking overlaps with 3D jobs because many children are trafficked into them.  

2. What is the size of this problem? 

> UNICEF estimates that 126 million child labourers worldwide do dangerous work.  

Trafficked children are amongst them. 
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> The International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that approximately 1.2 million 

children are trafficked for labour or sexual exploitation at any given time, representing 

half of the over 2.4 million people trafficked worldwide. 

> For every trafficking victim forced into prostitution, nine others are forced into work in 

places like factories, sweatshops, boats, and farms. (ILO) 

> The United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime says that human trafficking is the third 

most profitable organized crime after drugs and arms trafficking. 

Canada is also not immune to the problem. We know both children and adults are trafficked to, 

from and within Canada.  

> Those trafficked to Canada work as labourer, domestic servants, sex trade workers. 

> There is also trafficking of people from rural areas into urban areas.  

> In addition to ongoing investigations, there were at least 46 human trafficking cases 

prosecuted by courts as of late February 2011 in Canada. 

Dirty, Dangerous and Degrading Jobs – effects on a child 

Long, strenuous hours of work affect a child’s mental, physical, emotional, social and spiritual 

well-being. Many children working in 3D jobs are working in unsafe environments where they are 

exposed to pesticides, chemicals, dusts, and carcinogens. This exposure increases their risk of 

developing breathing problems, cancer and wide range of other illnesses. Children in 3D jobs may 

be involved operating dangerous equipment, heavily lifting, repetitive tasks, and poor posture 

increasing their chances of serious injury and musculoskeletal problems. Children that work in 

garbage collection, recycling and waste management work unprotected and as a consequence are 

exposed to broken glass, sharp objects, rotting food and other dangerous materials that can have 

serious and permanent health consequences. In addition to the threats posed by the jobs, the 

employers or people that a child comes into contact thru their work, might physically, sexually, 

mentally and/or emotionally abuse the child due to their position of power over the child.  
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What are the main reasons why children are pushed into 3D jobs? 

Child slavery is a consequence of poverty, discrimination and powerlessness where the strong 

prey on the weak and vulnerable. Children who lack of access to basic necessities (food, shelter, 

water, education) and are unaware of their rights are most vulnerable to being pushed into a 3D 

job.  In addition to this, unscrupulous employers, demand for cheap goods, and poor or 

unenforced child protection and labour laws result in millions of children experiencing  abuse, 

permanent ill health and, in some cases, death. 

What actions need to be take to prevent children from working in 3D jobs? 

Thru our work in over 100 countries WV is helping families and children achieve their potential 

and reduce the chances of them being exploited and forced to work for their own survival.  We 

know what is required for children to be protected: 

1) Children must understand how to keep themselves and each other safe. 

2) Children are able to participate fully in community life.   

3) Children have access free and quality education.  

4) Parents are able to provide all the necessities of life for their children. 

5) Parents, extended family and community members are active in providing a healthy, safe and 

caring environment for their children to grow. 

6) All levels of government support the respect for and implementation of all laws and policies 

that protect children from violence and exploitation in their communities such as issuing every 

child birth registration documents 

7) All levels of government must have and respect a proactive, response and child friendly justice 

and social security system that addresses cases of abuse and exploitation. 

8) Corporations and other non-governmental organizations must ensure that their operations 

promote child safety and not expose children to risks or result in child exploitation. 

9) In crisis situations, non-governmental organizations, corporations and all levels of government 

must implement and respect special standards and mechanisms to protection children, especially 

those who are separated from their families and caregivers, including creating child friendly 
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spaces, monitoring and responding to violence and exploitation of children in camps, and family 

tracing and reunification. 

What is the Help Wanted: End Child Slavery campaign trying to accomplish? 

World Vision’s Help Wanted campaign is focused on children who are pushed, forced or 

trafficked into 3D jobs – dirty, dangerous, and degrading. We will be asking the Canadian 

government, corporations and citizens to take steps to help create a safe environment for children 

to grow up.  During the next three years, the campaign will support actions that help stop child 

trafficking, child labour in the mining industry and child exploitation in the tourism industry.  

What are we trying to accomplish in the next few months? 

1) We want Canadians to know what modern day child slavery looks like.  

2) We are asking the Canadian government to ensure that its efforts to stop human trafficking 

address the needs and experiences of children and takes action to stop children from being 

trafficked in the first place. 

3) We will be helping Canadians understand how to be more informed consumers.  

You can be part our Help Wanted: End Child Slavery campaign by signing the petition and 

accepting the job as a voice to demand that all children have the opportunity to live safely and 

securely. We will update petition signers on our campaign progress and other actions you can take 

to help end child slavery. 


